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SUBJ: (U) PERUYIAN TERRORISTS LOSE THE INITIATIVE

1. CC) BEGIN SUMMARY: SENDERO LUMINOSO TERRORISTS NOW FACE

THE SAME TYPE PRESSURES THAT UP TO A FEW MONTHS

AGO THEY EXERTED IN THE AYACUCHO EMERGENCY ZONE AS THE
PERUYIAN GOYERNMENT RE-ESTABLISHES ITS PRESENCE IN RURAL AREAS.
THE MILITARY WAS RELUCTANT TO PROVIDE THE LOGISTICS THE

POLICE NEEDED UNTIL AUTHORITY FOR MAINTAINING PUBLIC ORDER

WAS DELEGATED TO THE ARMED FORCES, SINCE PRESIDENT BELAUNDE

DID SO AT YEAR END, THE MILITARY INTRODUCED INCREASING

NUMBERS OF THEIR OWN PERSONNEL, WHERE THEY ARE PERFORMING
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BASICALLY DEFENSIVE FUNCTIONS, WHILE THE POLICE-BENEFITTING
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FROM MILITARY TRANSPORTAT [ ON, COMMUNICATIONS AND
WEAPONRY-- ARE PROYIDING MORE AGGRESSIVE PATROLLING.
PRESS REFORTS FRON THE AREA ARE EVEN LESS RELIABLE

THAN PREYIOUSLY, BUT THE STEPPED up GOYERNMENT PACE

IS OBYIOUS. PoL[CE HORALE HAS COMPLETELY TURNED AROUND,
THE SPECIAL COMMISSION NAMED BY BELAUNDE TO INVESTIGATE
THE FULL CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE DEATHS OF EIGHT NEWSMEN

BY ISOLATED YILLAGERS IS TURNING up UNEXPECTEDLY FAVOR-
ABLE INFORMATION, ONE OF THE COMMISSION'S ToP EXPERTS
TOLD THE AMBASSADOR THAT SL MADE A NUMBER OF STUPID
ERRORS AND FOUND THEMSELYES CAUGHT uP IN TIMELESS .
FEUDS, ENDING BY BEING HATED BY THE YERY VILLAGERS WHOSE
SUPPORT THEY REQUIRED, ADDITIONALLY, POLICE AND SECURITY
FORCE BEHAYIOR HAS BEEN BETTER THAN THOUGHT AND, WITH
IMPROYED MORALE, POPULAR SUPPORT IS INCREASING, THE
COMMISSION FOUND NO EYIDENCE OF OUTSIDE SUPPORT OF
WEAPONRY. THE CAMPAIGN TO ELIMINATE SENDERO LUMINOSO

IS OFF To A GooD--IF BELATED--START. END SUMMARY,

2. (LOU) RETURN OF GOYERNMENT PRESENCE. FOR MUCH oF

1982, GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES IN THE AYACUCHO AREA WITH-
OREW FROM SMALL, EXPOSED OUTPOSTS TO STATIC, DEFENSIVE
POSITIONS IN LARGER COMMUNITIES, SENDERO LUNINOSO (SL)
UNITS EXPANDED [NTO EVACUATED AREAS AND MAINTAINED PRESSURE
ON DEMORALIZED POLICE AND CIVIL AUTHORITIES THROUGH
CAMPAIGN OF ASSASSINATIONS AND AHBUSHS AND ATTACKS ON
ISOLATED OUTPOSTS,

3¢ (C) THIS PICTURE DRAMATICALLY CHANGED AFTER
PRESIDENT BELAUNDE PUT THE MILITARY IN CHARGE OF KAIN-
TAINING PUBLIC ORDER IN THE AYACUCHO EMERGENCY ZONE AT
YEAR-END. IN IMITATION OF THE PATTERN ESTABLISHED [N
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1982, BUT THIS TIME IN REVERSE, THE RESTORATION OF THE
GOYERNMENT PRESENCE IN SMALL TOWNS AND YILLAGES PUT
PRESSURE ON SENDERO AND OCCASIONED THE WITHDRAKAL OF SL
ACTIVISTS FROM COMMUNITIES WHERE PREVIOUSLY THEY HAD
FREE REIN. ARMED FORCES UNITS FREED THE GUARDIA CIVIL
CPOLICE) FROM GUARD DUTIES AND ASSUMED RESPONSIBILITY
FOR SUPPLY AND BACKUP, THEREBY EXKABLING THE POLICE ToO
TAKE A MORE AGGRESSIYE STANCE AKD INITIATE PATROLS IN
THE COUNTRYSIDE. THESE TwWO FACTORS BROUGHT A THIRD MAJOR
CONSEQUENCE: THE COERCED COOPERATION SL IMPOSED UPON
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HUCH OF THE RURAL POPULATION IS BREAKING DOWN. N
COMMUNITIES WHERE GOYERNMENT AUTHORITY RETURNED, IN SOME
CASES, A RESTORED GOYERNMENT PRESENCE 1§ ENCOURAGING
YILLAGERS TO INFORM ON SL SYMPATHIZER, TO CAPTURE AND

TURN IN SL ACTIVISTS, AND, AT TIMES, TO TAKE THE OFFENSIVE
AND KILL SENDERISTAS BEFORE SECURITY FORCES CAN ARRIVE.

Y. CLOU) PUBLIC CONSEQUENCES, THE QUICKENED PACE OF
EYENTS IN AYACUCHO PRODUCED BANNER HEADLINES IN THE
PRESS. BUT THE SENSATIONAL COVERAGE IS TAKING ON A

LIFE OF ITS OWN, WITH SUCCESSIVE RUMORS "CONFIRMING"
EARLIER ACCOUNTS, ONLY TO BE FOLLOMED BY LATER DENIALS.
THE MOST PROMINENT SUCH RUMORS OF THE LAST SEVERAL DAYS
CENTER ON THE REPORTED DEATH OF SL LEADER AND FOUNDER
ABIMAEL GUZMAN AND THAT OF CARLOTA TELLO CUTTI (COMRADE
CARLA), A LESSER SL LEADER WHO WAS AMONG THOSE FREED DURING
THE MARCH 1982 AYACUCHO JAIL BREAK. OFFICIAL SOURCES

DENY BOTH THESE REPORTS. THE GOVERNMENT HAS NOT, HOWEVER,
DENIED ANY OF THE CONFLICTING AND EXAGGERATED ACCOUNTS

OF SENDERO DEAD.
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6. (S) ROLE OF THE MILITARY. THE EXAGGERATION AND RUMOR
THAT CHARACTERIZE PRESS COVERAGE OF AYACUCHO DEYELOPMENTS
SPILL OYER INTO THE MEDIA'S TREATMENT OF ARMED FORCES
INYOLYEMENT IN THE ANTI-TERRORIST CAMPAIGN. THE PRESS
ACCURATELY HIGHLIGHTS THE FOREFRONT ROLE PLAYED BY THE
GUARDIA CIVIL'S “SINCHIS®™ (THE ANTI-TERRORIST POLICE UNIT).
THE MEDIA ALSO OCCASIONALLY REFER LOOSELY TO "COMBINED"
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MILITARY-POLICE UNDERTAKINGS WHICH WE CANNOT CONFIRM

ARE TAKING PLACE. PRESIDENT BELAUNDE HAS SAID THAT THE
MILITARY WOULD BE PROYIDING LOGISTICS, COMMUNICATIONS,
AND TRANSPORT, AS WELL AS GUARDING AND PATROLLING TARGETED
INSTALLATIONS AND PROYIDING CIVIC ACTION AND ENGINEERING
SUPPORT. POLICE WERE TO SPEARHEAD ANTI-TERRORIST OPERA-
TIONS., WE DO NOT EXCLUDE SPORADIC MILITARY INYOLYEMENT,
ESPECIALLY WHERE SL UNITS HAYE ATTACKED SITES JOIKTLY
MANNED BY POLICE AND SOLDIERS. BUT NO INFORMATION AVAIL-
ABLE TO THE COUNTRY TEAM LEADS TO A CONCLUSION THAT
PERUYIAN MILITARY AUTHORITIES SEEK TO CIRCUMYENT THE

PRESIDENT'S DIRECTIVE.

SECRET
SECRET

PAGE 02 LIMA 01913 02 OF 02 2500002

7. (LOU) VIGILANTISM, THE OPPOSITION CHARGED, IN
THE WAKE OF THE DEATH OF EIGHT PERUYIAN JOURNALISTS
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(LIKA 1131), THAT THE GOYERNMENT |s ENCOURAGING INDJGEN-
0US AYACUCHO COMMUNITIES To COUNTER “"REYOLUTJONARY
JUSTICE~ WITH A SPIRIT oF FRONTIER JusTiCE OF THEIR owk,
GOP OFFICIALS DISPLAY SENSITIVITY ON THIS POINT.
PRESIDENT BELAUNDE TRIED To DOWNPLAY THE ISSUE AT His
FEBRUARY 20 PRESS CONFERENCE gy REFERRING TO CERTAIN
INCIDENTS REPORTED IN THE PRESS AS THE PRODUCT OF A
"SPIRIT oF DISCORD~ AND RIVALRY AMONG HIGHLANDS

CDHHUHITIES. RATHER THAN AS THE RESULT oFf ANTI-SL
VIGILANTISH

[

.,_.._.”r}IN THE AYACUCHO AREA
DURING THE PAST WEEKS. IN SOME ¥ YS, THE REPORT wWILL
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| ~ALL EXPERTS ON
OC RDEAN HIGHLANDS--WERE SURPRISED o FIND THAL

FOLICE BEHAYIOR WAS RENARKABLY GOOD AND phoL .| ANT IPATHY
HUCH LESS THAN ANTICIPATED. WHILE THEy IDENTIFIED SOME
yoMHPLES OF EXCESSES, ON BALANCE THE SECUR|T FORCES

SE oo YITH RESTRAINT. THE EXPERTS ALSO SATISFIrs THEN-
oy YES THAT SL WAS AN INDIGENOUS MOYENENT, noT SUPPORTED
SY FOREIGNERS: WEAPONS CAPTURED FRON Tyt TERRORISTS KHAD
coun s RACED TO SOURCES IN THE SAME COUNTY (THIg. - ne
COURSE, __

BE MORE FAYORABLE THAN THE GOP HAD %E‘SOH TO EXPECT,
f
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10. (C) COMMENT: PRESIDENT BELAUNDE'S DECISION TO
EXPAND THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE ARMED FORCES IN THE
Ig:“$ﬂ§5I,§:$"°E:CY ZONES IS PRODUCING INITIAL SUCCESS.
. TIME SINCE SL ASSUMED THE "ARMED STRUGGLE"

THE TERRORISTS SUFFERED A CLEAR PSYCHOLOGICAL SETAACK
IN THEIR HEARTLAND.:

| BUT, ON 4
BALANCE, WE BELIEVE THEY ARE DEMONSTRATING RESTRAINT

: AND RESPECT FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY.

] 11. CS) THE POLICE NOW HAVE SOME OF THE EQUIPMENT AND

; OTHER SUPPORT THEY NEED. THEIR MORALE IS PERKED: A

' COMPLETE TRANSFORMATION FROM THEIR DESPAIR JUST A FEW MONTHS

{ AGO. THE PRESENCE IN FORCE OF DISCIPLINED MILITARY UNITS
_IMPROYES THE POLICE SENSE OF PROFESSIONALISH. SEVERAL

€l

: SECRET
; SECRET

PAGE 0N LIMA 01913 02 OF 02 2500002

a3

{2, (C) BUT IT IS MUCH TOO EARLY FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO

DECLARE VICTORY. THE WHEREABOUTS OF THE ELUSIYE ABIMAEL

GUIKAN AND OTHER TOP SL LEADERS ARE UNKNOWN, SL'S

DEMONSTRATED DURABILITY MUST BE ATTRIBUTED AS MUCH TO

THE FANATICISM AND DEDICATION OF THESE LEADERS AS TO THE 9
FERTILE GROUND OF POYERTY AND NEGLECT AFFLICTING THE

EMERGENCY IONE, THE SENDERO'S RETREAT CAN BE BLAMED. AT

THIS POINT. MORE ON THE i;i

¢ SENDERO IS ALSO SUFFERING THE
CONSEQUENCES OF ITS ERRORS. IEALOUS DEDICATION TO
ARMED STRUGGLE REPLACED A MORE CAUTIOUS, LONG-TERM
STRATEGY OF MAKING FRIENDS AND BUILDING ALLIANCES AMONG
TRADITIONALLY OPPRESSED VILLAGERS. IN A FEW ﬂOfTHE-

(LR . a0 -.e L] aee 9@
. ]

.
L]
L] e

.
LL X

ass e

L]

.
seeee
(XTI XL}
esse®




* @
(L L LR 1

anoess

.SECRET :
SENDERO USED UP MUCH OF THE POLITICAL CAPITAL IN THE

COUNTRYSIDE THAT IT SPENT YEARS ACCUMULATING.
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